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CONFIDENTIAL I * 

3. WLk - AFGHANISTAN TARARX RCGIHE CONFRONTS CONTINUED 
UNREST CONFIDENTIAL* 

IN A ItOVE REFLECTING TK£ AFGHAN GOVERNMENT'S <DRA> 
HEIGHTENED CONCERN AROUT DOHCSTIC SECURITY, A KEN HIGH 
DEFENSE COUNCIL HAS BEEN FORKED UBSCR THE CHAXRflANSHXP 
OF PRESIDENT NOOR nOHAftflAD TARAKX* At TIC SAIK YXHE* 
REGIRE STRONGHAN HAFIXULLAH ARXN% FORHERLY DEPUTY PRXBE 
AND FOREIGN lUttXSTUU HAS BEEN PWWfW TO FIRST MINISTER 
AMI HEAD OF GOVERNMENT* ATOM-. W90 RETAINS IttS FOREIGN 
MINISTRY PORTFOLIO* HAS NAMED A MEN CABINET LITTLE 
CHANGED FROM THE PREVIOUS ONE* TIC APPOINTMENT #f MArfOR 
ASLAtl HATANMR<, A LEAK* OF LAST AW XL'S COUP, AS DEFENSE 
MINISTER AMD THE CONTINUATION OF YNO OTHER YOUNG LEFTIST 
MILITARY OFFICERS IN THE CABINET, HIGHLIGHTS THE CLOSE 
TIES WHICH CONTINUE BETWEEN THE RULING PEOPLE'S DEMO- 
CRATIC PARTY AND THE ARMED FORCES* 

FIGHTING CONTINUES BETNCEM DRA FORCES AMD TRIBAL AND 
RELIGIOUS DISSIDENTS IN BOTH EASTERN AND HESTERN AFGHANI- 
STAN. AS A FURTHER INDICATION OF THE REGIME'S CONCERN 
ABOUT SECURITY, FOREIGN DIPLOMATS HAVE BEEN RESTRICTED TO 
A BQ EH RAMUS OF KABUL EXCEPT FOfc OVERLAND TRAVEL TO THE 
PAKISTAN BORDER TO TOROtAfl. THE REGIME IS ALSO SHONXNG 
INCREASING SENSITIVITY TO CHARGES PROMOTED BY THE 
DISSIDENTS THAT XT IS ANTI-ISLAMIC Alii HAS PERSECUTED 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS • 

A RECENT SOVIET HILITARY AXRLXFT OPENED THE DOOR TO A 
MORE ACTIVE SOVIET ROLE IN THE FIGHTING IN AFGHANISTAN. 
MEANWHILE, THE SOVIETS CONTINUE TO CHARGE OUTSIDE INTER- 
FERENCE AND HAVE ESCALATED THEIR ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE 
V.*. HE HAVE *£&***£* WITH PROTESTS IN MOSCOW AS NELL 
AS TWO PUBLIC STATEMENTS, HOST RECENTLY ON APRIL f** 

««ITS0«ED SOVIET INTENTIONS REGARDING 

SB U 3t*«ZSTArS AFFAIRS* 
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